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Reading, writing
and numeracy —

skills for everyday life

The HSC minimum standard has been introduced to
ensure students have the reading, writing and numeracy
skills needed for everyday life, work and further study.

What this means for students

Students need to meet the HSC minimum
standard to receive the HSC. To show they
meet this standard, students need to achieve
Level 3 in short online reading, writing and
numeracy tests. Schools will help students to
decide when they are ready to take each test.
Students get six chances a year to sit each
test if they are in year 12, and four chances
ayear in years 10 and 11. Students may take
tests up to five years after successfully
completing their first HSC course.

Only students who meet the HSC minimum
standard will receive an HSC testamur.

Find out more at

educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/HSCminimumstandard

Provisions and exemptions

Students do not need to meet the HSC
minimum standard to:

- study HSC courses

- sit HSC exams

- receive HSC assessment and exam results
- receive an ATAR

- receive a Record of School Achievement.

Provisions are available for some students
with disability. Some students with a
disability studying Life Skills courses may
also be exempt from meeting the minimum
standard to receive their HSC testamur.
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