
 Performance using a variety of playbuilding 
techniques and approaches. They learn to 
structure their work using drama c elements 
and theatrical conven ons. They learn how to 
edit and refine their work through rehearsal, 
evalua on and edi ng. In their performance 
they use expressive skills that are appropriate 
to the chosen style or form. They learn how to 
realise and sustain a role and how to establish a 
rela onship with the audience. 
 

Students chart the process of the development 
of their performance in a logbook. They learn 
how to reflect upon, record, interpret,           
synthesise, research, and describe the process 
undertaken, as well as problems encountered 
and strategies used to find solu ons. 
 

HSC Examina on 
Students will complete extended responses 
based on the Australian Drama and Theatre, 
Studies in Drama. 
 

Future Careers 
The skills and knowledge acquired through the 
study of this syllabus may be further developed 
and employed in a variety of professions       
including, but not confined to, theatre, media, 
communica ons and community cultural      
development. 
 

For more informa on talk to the Drama     
teachers and read your Prospectus. 

HSC DRAMA  
Course Ra onale  
Drama is an art form that explores the world 
through enactment. It is a collabora ve art 
form that involves the crea ve interac on of 
individuals using a range of ar s c skills. 
 

Drama is an important means of                          
understanding, construc ng, apprecia ng, and 
communica ng social and cultural values;          
interpre ng, valuing, and transmi ng the past 
and tradi ons; exploring, celebra ng, and  
challenging the present and imagining the   
future. 
 

In Drama, students can inves gate, shape, and 
represent ideas, feelings, a tudes, beliefs, and 
their consequences. By studying this major art 
form students acquire skills in interpreta on, 
communica on, performance, and cri cal  
analysis and become aware of the technical 
processes and technologies that may be used 
to heighten drama c presenta on. 

In the cri cal study of drama and theatre         
students can recognise the collabora ve            
contribu on of actors, directors, playwrights, 
designers, and technicians to produc on. They 
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develop an understanding of the cultural            
tradi ons and social contexts of drama and 
theatre. 
 

The study of Drama will develop the talents 
and capaci es of all students – physical, emo-

onal, intellectual, social, spiritual, crea ve, 
and  expressive – as well as developing                             
self-confidence and self-esteem. This syllabus 
provides opportuni es for students to develop 
a range of skills and the opportunity to                    
concentrate on areas of personal interest. 
 

Preliminary Drama Course includes: 
Improvisa on, Play building, Ac ng Elements 
of Produc on in Performance, Theatrical                  
Tradi ons and Performance Styles. 
 

HSC Drama Course includes: 
Australian Drama and Theatre, Studies in       
Drama and Theatre Group Performance core 
content Individual Projects and Group               
Performances. 
 

Assessment 
The Course includes both prac cal and wri en 
forms of assessment. Students in the course 
will complete an Individual Project and a Group 
Project. 

Individual Project 
All student will complete an Individual Project 
where they learn how to ini ate and present a 
project in an area of interest developed during 
study in the Preliminary course. They use the 
knowledge, skills and experiences acquired in 
the Preliminary course to select an area in 
which to specialise. Students then learn how to 
develop concepts and use innova on. They 
learn how to describe their inten ons and the 
approach they intend to take in realising the 
project. They learn how to use skills              
appropriate to the area in which they are 
working, whether it is based on cri cal reviews 
of performances, dramaturgy, direc on,      
design, performance, scriptwri ng or drama on 
video. They learn how to manipulate theatrical 
elements and conven ons to achieve their 
aims. 
 

The Individual Project will take one of the      
following forms: 
 

· Cri cal Analysis 
· Design 
· Performance 
· Scriptwri ng 
· Video Drama. 
 

In preparing their Individual Project, students 
learn how to plan, evaluate and structure their 
work into a refined presenta on that meets 
the criteria of each project. 
 

Students chart the process of their project in a 
logbook. They learn how to reflect upon,            
record, interpret and synthesise research, edit 
preliminary sketches or dra s, adapt work to 
specifica ons of me or length, and to submit 
work in a prescribed form. 
 

Group Project 
 

Each student learns to collaborate with a group 
to devise and perform in a piece of original 
theatre. They learn how to work coopera vely 
in crea ng drama c works, presen ng their 
own opinions confidently and listening to the 
ideas of others. They develop their Group     
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